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In the past quarter century, Brazilian industrial development has boosted the country's gross
domestic product from 49th place among capitalist nations world-wide to eighth place in the
ranking. Meanwhile, in terms of overall social welfare performance, Brazil remains very much
a "developing nation," i.e., ranking number 49 or lower among all other capitalist countries. At
present, Brazil's infant mortality rate is estimated at 67 per thousand children from zero to one year
of age. According to local experts, the mortality rate is underestimated since in rural areas infants
frequently die before birth certificates are registered. UNICEF estimates that that 400,000 Brazilian
children from zero to five years of age die every year. According to the Brazilian government's own
statistics, 32 million children suffer from mild to severe mulnutrition. Illiteracy rates in Brazil are
among the highest in Latin America. Of every 1,000 children who enroll in first grade, 438 enter the
second grade. Only 180 of the original 1,000 students complete elementary school. Pay scales for
teachers are extremely low. A recent survey by the Ministry of Education and Culture showed that
of 2,726 municipalities, 1,523 paid less than minimum wage to primary school teachers. (Brazilian
municipalities number 4,726. The average minimum wage nationwide varies between US$40 to $55
per month depending on inflation and periodic wage hikes by government decree during the course
of a year.) (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 06/04/88)
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